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§312.12

safe harbor programs must submit pro-
posed changes to their guidelines for
review and approval by the Commis-
sion in the manner required for initial
approval of guidelines under paragraph
(c)(2) of this section. The statement re-
quired under paragraph (c)(4) of this
section must describe how the proposed
changes affect existing provisions of
the guidelines.

(f) Revocation of approval of self-regu-
latory program guidelines. The Commis-
sion reserves the right to revoke any
approval granted under this section if
at any time it determines that the ap-
proved self-regulatory program guide-
lines or their implementation do not
meet the requirements of this part.
Safe harbor programs that were ap-
proved prior to the publication of the
Final Rule amendments must, by
March 1, 2013, submit proposed modi-
fications to their guidelines that would
bring them into compliance with such
amendments, or their approval shall be
revoked.

(g) Operators’ participation in a safe
harbor program. An operator will be
deemed to be in compliance with the
requirements of §§312.2 through 312.8,
and 312.10 if that operator complies
with Commission-approved safe harbor
program guidelines. In considering
whether to initiate an investigation or
bring an enforcement action against a
subject operator for violations of this
part, the Commission will take into ac-
count the history of the subject opera-
tor’s participation in the safe harbor
program, whether the subject operator
has taken action to remedy such non-
compliance, and whether the operator’s
non-compliance resulted in any one of
the disciplinary actions set forth in
paragraph (b)(3).

[78 FR 4008, Jan. 17, 2013, as amended at 78
FR 76986, Dec. 20, 2013]

§312.12 Voluntary Commission Ap-
proval Processes.

(a) Parental consent methods. An inter-
ested party may file a written request
for Commission approval of parental
consent methods not currently enu-
merated in §312.5(b). To be considered
for approval, a party must provide a
detailed description of the proposed pa-
rental consent methods, together with
an analysis of how the methods meet

16 CFR Ch. | (1-1-16 Edition)

§312.5(b)(1). The request shall be filed
with the Commission’s Office of the
Secretary. The Commission will pub-
lish in the FEDERAL REGISTER a docu-
ment seeking public comment on the
request. The Commission shall issue a
written determination within 120 days
of the filing of the request; and

(b) Support for internal operations of
the Web site or online service. An inter-
ested party may file a written request
for Commission approval of additional
activities to be included within the def-
inition of support for internal oper-
ations. To be considered for approval, a
party must provide a detailed justifica-
tion why such activities should be
deemed support for internal operations,
and an analysis of their potential ef-
fects on children’s online privacy. The
request shall be filed with the Commis-
sion’s Office of the Secretary. The
Commission will publish in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER a document seeking
public comment on the request. The
Commission shall issue a written deter-
mination within 120 days of the filing
of the request.

§312.13 Severability.

The provisions of this part are sepa-
rate and severable from one another. If
any provision is stayed or determined
to be invalid, it is the Commission’s in-
tention that the remaining provisions
shall continue in effect.
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